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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 
The purpose of this letter is to provide testimony to 
the reader concerning the cooperation rendered by Mr. Roger S. 
Warner to the Liaison Office of the Joint Casualty Resolution 
Center. 
Specifically, Mr. Warner was able to obtain a number 
of previously unpublished photographs while in pursuit of his 
journalistic endeavors in the Lao People's Democratic Republic 
These photographs were of great interest to our office and to 
the U.S. Government in regard to our pursuit of information 
concerning Americans missing-in-action throughout Indochina. 
Mr. V/arner permitted us to examine his entire .portfolio of 
photos and to selectively copy those of particular interest 
for official use. When additional information was required, 
he again permitted a re-examination of his photos as well as 
providing further information as to the sources of -the photo-
graphs. - -
Tbfi phc^e described actions by Mr. Warner v/ere taken 
L^-di^s—in a spirit of complete cooperation. -It was on 
Mr. Warner's initiative alone that the photos were originally 
called to U.S. Government attention because he recognized the 
potential value of the photos to our mission. ' 
In recognition of the cooperation he rendered to our 
critical activities, I commend Mr. Warner to the reader as an 
individual worthy of appropriate U.S. Government cooperation 
in Mr. Warner's future Journalistic efforts. 
Respectfully, 
PAUL D. MATHER 
Lt Colonel, USAF 
JCRC Liaison Officer 
American Embassy, Bangkok 
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From 1980 to 1982 I lived and worked in Southeast Asia as a freelance magazine writer. My base 
was Bangkok, and most of my articles were about the refugees, who were then streaming into Thailand 
from the communist regimes of Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos. The Laotian refugees always intrigued 
me the most. They had left their country because of a war that America had sponsored but that few 
Americans knew about. They were a mixed lot, the lowland Lao crowded into a dusty and wildly cor-
rupt camp near Nong Khai, the disciplined FTmong resettled in a semi-permanent village at Ban Vinai. 
My sympathies were on the side of the refugees - I sponsored a lowland Lao family for resettlement 
in the United States - but as a journalist I was curious about the war that had pushed them into exile. 
Consequently I applied for a visa to enter the former Kingdom of Laos, which had been renamed the 
Lao Peoples Democratic Republic. 
My trip, covering three weeks of April and May, 1981, was generally speaking a fiasco. I had been 
promised access to the Plain of Jars, Luang Prabang, and a number of other places upcountry, but bu-
reacracy and suspicion of Americans kept me in the vicinity of the capital, Vientiane. I found little to 
see and few people to talk to in Vientiane. More than half the residents had fled across the Mekong riv-
er to the refugee camps in Thailand; the shops in the old Chinese and Vietnamese commercial quarter 
were closed and shuttered, except for a few places where squatters lived. My interview requests were 
turned aside. I was not even allowed to visit the two museums to the war - the Military Museum and 
the Museum of the Revolution. Eventually I was taken to see a Soviet-style state farm outside Vien-
tiane: On an immense acreage of cleared land, the guide proudly pointed out to me the site of the "future 
administrative offices,"" the site of the "future schools," the site of the future warehouses and soccer 
stadium, and so on. But nothing had been built and no crops had been planted. There was nobody in 
sight, except for one peasant, grinning and picking at his teeth as he sat in the shade, near some unused 
but rusting heavy equipment. My impression was that the Laos revolution was like the state farm on a 
large scale: It was a fantasy that had failed. The Marxist notion of centralized state control just didn't fit 
with the traditional Lao values of Buddhism and autonomous village life. 
I was planning to return to Bangkok when my official contact in the Press Department of the Mini-
stry of Foreign Affairs mentioned that he had gotten permission for me to visit the photographic ar-
chives of the Ministry of Information and Propaganda. As it happened, I have always enjoyed looking 
through photographs. The archives in Vientiane turned out to be a tiny bureaucratic backwater to 
which a number of foreign-educated and overqualified Lao had been relegated. The darkroom techni-
cian, for example, was a lawyer who had studied in France for ten years. 
The staff at the archives seemed very glad to see me. Apparently, I was the first Westerner to have 
entered their office since the takeover in 1975. And I was interested in their collection. The photo-
graphs told the story of the war through the "other" side's eyes. 
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There were images from the air war -- of crash sites and of the corpses and personal ef-
fects of downed American airmen. There were combat photographs, a few of them apparent-
ly genuine and the rest faked. There were photographs of Pathet Lao leaders, especially of 
Prince Souphanouvong, the titular head of the movement; and of Kaysone Phoumvihane, the 
half-Vietnamese chief of the Lao communist party who always the real behind-the-scenes 
leader. There were narrative photographs of transportation and anti-aircraft units and hilltribe 
villagers and militia. And then there were pure propaganda photographs — manipulative im-
ages serving ideological purposes. 
There were few pictures of North Vietnamese in the collection, but the more I looked, the 
more I sensed a North Vietnamese presence. The better photographs, like one of the soldiers 
silhouetted in the cave on the edge of the Plain of Jars, were trained compositions. To get 
these shots, a fairly skilled photographer had gone to considerable lengths to position himself 
correctly and to wait for the right moment to press the shutter, which calls for discipline and 
patience — cultural traits that I associated more with the North Vietnamese than the Pathet 
Lao. This guess of mine was borne out when, after spending a couple of days in the ar-
chives, the staff unobtrusively and unofficiallly made me a gift of some "scrapbooks" of sta-
pled-together legal-size sheets of paper, with small photographs pasted on the pages. Many 
of the best photographs that I had already seen were in those scrapbooks. They had Vietna-
mese captions, mimeographed and pasted onto the pages. This is not to say that North Viet-
namese photographers took a//the pictures in the Pathet Lao archives, but rather than the 
North Vietnamese played the same role in organizing the Pathet Lao visual propaganda effon 
that they did in every other aspect of the Laos war. 
The picture archive staff seemed rather embarassed to talk about politics and preferred 
other subjects. We managed to communicate in French (theirs was better than mine), and 
with a few words of Lao and English, supplemented by hand gestures. Knowing that my trip 
to Vientiane had been mostly a failure, and wanting me to think well of them, they did every-
thing they could to provide me with prints of the pictures I wanted, even though the negatives 
of some were in the old Pathet Lao wartime headquarters in Sam Neua. Since I was due to 
leave Laos shortly, and since they had a shortage of supplies, we set up an elaborate system 
that included my sending photographic paper to them from Bangkok and them sending the 
finished prints out to me via Western aid workers. About a month after I returned to Bang-
kok, the last of the photographic prints arrived - 79 of them in total, not including the scrap-
books (which totalled about a hundred pages). Given that it is difficult to get any sort of pro-
ject accomplished in Laos, the existence of this collection is something of a logistical miracle. 
In Bangkok, I brought the photos over to the U.S. embassy, to the Joint Casualty Reso-
lution Center (JCRC ), the office set up to resolve the matter of American M.LA.s. The 
JCRC made one set of copy prints, then asked me to bring my set in again, apparently for the 
benefit of the D.LA. and other U.S. government agencies. Since returning to the U.S. in 
1982,1 have loaned a few of the photographs out for publication (for example to the Boston 
Publishing Company for its multi-volume series on the Vietnam war). Other copies of a few 
of the images have been published elesewhere (such as the photo of the captured American ci-
vilian pilot. Emmet Ray), But most are published here for the first time outside Indochina. 
- R.W. 
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Part I: Photographic Enlargements 
from the LPDR Archives 
1. Souphanouvong, the "Red Prince," riding through the forests of Laos. The photo is 
probably from the early 1950s, when the Viet Minh and their Pathet Lao 
proteges were fighting against the French. 
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2. Pathet Lao troops looking at a Chinese propaganda m a g a z i n e The old-f^ hioned 
Viet Minh-stylehelmets date the photo to about the time of Dienbienphu. 
3. Kaysone Phoumvihane, the half-Vietnamese behind-the-scenes leader of the 
Pathet Lao ( or Lao State), presents an award to a soldier in 1955. The following 
year, the Pathet Lao formally renamed themselves the Neo Lao Hak Sat 
(Lao Patriotic Front), though use of the old name continued to be widespread. 
4. Buddhist monks making their early morining rounds, 
collecting alms in their bowls. 
5. Fishing with nets at dusk on the Nam Ma river. 
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6. An anti-American rally in the town of Phonsavan, in the Plain of Jars, probably in 
1960 or 1961.Note the faces: This was a festive rather than an angry occasion. 
7. Prominent officials after the signing of the 1962 Accords that set up a coalition government. 
The three in the front (appropriately, left to right) are Prince Souphanouvong, the figurehead of 
the Pathet Lao; his half-brother Prince Souvanna Phouma; and the right-wing strongman Gen. 
Phoumi Nosavan. The coalition government failed in practical terms and the war resumed. 
ir. Tu^lo " of Jare sometime in the 1960s. With the pointer is Nouhak Phoumsavanh 
JTnrl^L l!?^'' post-1975 government; in the center is Phoune Sipaseut, later the Minister 
ot 1-oreign Affairs. T e^ massive stone urns were used in ancient times either for funerary purposes 
or as vessels for huge quantitites of alcoholic beverage; nobody really knows 
9. Same date and people as picture on opposite page, in the entrance to a cave on the edge 
of the Plain of Jars.The jars themselves are faintly visible to the upper right. 
10. Portrait of a militiawoman from one of the hilltribes. French silver coins dangle from her headdress; 
similar coins were melted down and used to make her silver earrings and necklaces. 
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11. This is a clumsily staged photo. The woman in the foreground is the only one with a rifle. 
Furthermore, the ammunition around her waist is for a weapon of a much larger caliber. 
The ofTidal caption reads: "During the war against the U.S., youths are engaging in 
production under the banner, 'Ready to Fight.'" 
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12. , Hmong militiamen allied with the Pathet Lao and the 
North Vietnamese, Xieng Khouang province, no date. 
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14 Kaysone Phouvihane talks to officers of the Kommadan training school in 1965. 
1 he school, named after a tribal chieftain from southern Laos who had waged a long 
rebellion against the French, was largely run by North Vietnamese. 
vIcin^lT^c^rcl^^^ ^ in 1966. The Pathet Lao and North 
were m organizing groups of woman, youth, and various tribal 
mmonties to help with the logistical side of running a war 
16. Female porters crossing a stream, no date. 
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17. Pathet Lao troops travelling by pirogue on a river, probably the Mekong 
or one of its major tributaries.Note the AK-47 with its curved ammunition 
clip and the B-40 rocket launcher in the lead boat. 
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18. A poor print of an unusual sight: footsoldiers marching over an aerial bridge 
suspended from trees. No information on its date or place exists but, given the effort that went into 
such a bridge, it probably crossed an otherwise impassable river at a time when the transportation routes 
were under heavy U.S. pressure. For a guess: somewhere on the Ho Chi Minh Trail in the eariy 1970s. 
19. Night transport, no date. The soldiers appear to be pushing 
a truck that got stuck or whose engine failed. 
20. A Soviet-made T-54 or T-55 tank, apparently on the Plain of Jars. No date. 
Liberation Army, visits a convoy unit in Xieng Khouang in 1965." Camouflage was important in 
more ways than one: NorthVietnamese units wore unifomis similar or identical to Pathet Lao soldiers, 
making it more difTicult for outsiders to detect the North Vietnamese presence. 
22. The official caption: "Kaysone Phouvihane with a unit of anti-aircraft soldiers (1966)." 
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23. The official caption reads: "Artists serving the Front." No date. 
24. Militia with a tripod-mounted 37 mm anti-aircraft gun shooting at American 
planes from a ridge in Muang Paink district of Xieng Khouang province. 
25. The official caption reads; "Militia of Keung village, Paink district, Xieng Khouang province, 
used a home made gun to shoot down an American plane." A retired Air America pilot who looked at this 
photo said he believed it showed the fuselage of a single engine plane, probably a Helio or a Porter. 
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26.1.D. cards and survival radio of USAF Major Robert F. Ronca, who was shot down over Laos 
February 19, 1965. His body was recovered two days later. 
z/. A Air rorce pilot, sinppea oi nis survival gear, lies across me wrccKagc oi m^  
His corpse has sv^ ollen in the heat. A retired senior Air America pilot believes that this was 
an air attache from Saigon, a major who made a flight into Laos without getting 
proper briefings or authorizations. 
28. Emmet Kay, a civilian pilot for Continental Air Services, trudges along as a 
captive of the Pathet Lao. Behind him are six Hmong of Gen. Vang Pao's force. 
Kay was eventually released; what happened to the Hmong is not known. 
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29. A turning point of the Southeast Asian war was the 1971 invasion ofTchepone, on the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail in Laos, by South Vietnamese forces. Here South Vietnamese P.O.W.s 
are marched along a road between dikes in the rice fields. 
30 The Pathet Lao used caves for everything from living quarters to headquarters to hospitals 
to factory sites. Most, however, were simply places to hide from the Amencan bombing. 
The teletype machines and electric light bulbs of the photograph below were atypical. 
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and others emerge from the Pathet Lao's cave headquarters in Sam Neua in 1973. The banner reads, 
"The Lao and Khmer will fight a common struggle against the enemy." Sihanouk, until 1970 the 
ruler of Cambodia, had been overthown in a coup and had joined the communist Khmer Rouge. 
32. The caption reads simply, "Front soldiers." The soldier on the left appears to be holding a 
folding-stock model of the AK-47 assault rifle, the other a field telephone. 
33. Combat. The assault troops have camouflage branches on their backs; 
In reality, North Vietnamese units did most of the serious fighting on the commumst side. 
34. Taking a hill... 
35 .and capturing the summit. The surrender ot the royalist or i nai iroup^  vv^w 
have been reenacted for the benefit of the photographer. Note the background: The hilltop 
lies above a layer of clouds or fog that blankets the valleys. 
36. Dead Thai troops in a trench. A small, elite Thai force had fought on the royalist side 
since the beginning. In later years a larger number oPThais who were less 
well-trained played a major role in the fighting. 
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37. As an outgrowth of the Paris Peace Talks of 1973, a Laos ceasefire was established and a 
new coalition government agreed upon. Here the half-brothers, leaders of opposing sides, stand 
reunited: Prince Souphanouvong in a suit, Prince Souvanna Phouma in traditional Lao court clothing. 
Both men have strings from baci ceremonies tied around their wrists. 
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38. Unarmed Pathet Lao cadre in Vientiane in the coalition period of government. 
S^ On December 2, 1975, the Lao People's Democratic Republic was formed. The ceremony took 
place m the former gymnasium of the American USAID complex. The marking of the basketball 
court are visible on the floor, and most of the men are wearing 
western-style suits and sitting in desks designed for school children. 
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40. The Pathet Lao show their true colors. Marx and Lenin are at upper right. 
Part 11: Pages from The Scrapbooks 
What follows are pages from the scrapbooks mentioned in the introduction. My impres-
sion is that these scrapbooks were spare copies of catalogues made in Sam Neua for the direc-
tors of the two government museums in Vientiane, to enable the directors to choose the photo-
graphs they wanted enlarged and distributed for display. However, I do not know this for a 
fact. 
The captions are in Vietnamese. Some of the names are recognizable because of their 
phonetic spelling. "Cay-xon Phom-vi-han" is Kaysone Phoumvihane, "Xam-nua" is Sam 
Neua province, and so on. Other place names are recognizable within the context of the Laos 
war. "Nam Bac," is Nam Bac, a town north of Luang Prabang, captured by the North Viet-
namese and Pathet Lao along with a considerable number of RLG troops. "Pa-thi" is Phu 
Pha Thi, site of a US Air Force mountaintop radar installation captured after extremely heavy 
fighting in 1968. Unfortunately, that is roughly the extent of my Vietnamese language capa-
bility. Anyone who can read Vietnamese is invited to send translations to the address listed in 
the front of this pamplet. 
R.W. 
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